
The building is barely standing,
great chunks of concrete
ripped from the front, a radia-
tor hanging by a thin pipe from
the fourth floor. Yet Alper
Nedirli and his mother Sevim
have just risked their lives,
climbing to their quake-hit
apartment on the second floor
to retrieve a couple of bags of
clothes, plates and cups, some
pictures, and a rug.

This is all they have left in the
world. They had to act fast, as
their block in the azi Bey neigh-
bourhood, the only one still
standing in a wasteland of rub-
ble in Kahramanmara , the epi-

centre of the deadly twin
quakes that devastated south-
ern Turkey on February 6th, is
slated for demolition in the
next fortnight. “We were very
afraid,” says the 30-year-old,
stuffing some items into a plas-
tic bag. “I thought the building
might collapse at any time.”

For now, Nedirli and his
60-year-old mother are staying
with relatives, waiting for the
governmentto provide atempo-
rary container home. In Febru-
ary, Turkish president Recep
Tayyip Erdogan visited
Kahramanmara , promising
that homes would be rebuilt by
next year.

But residents of the town – 75
per cent of whom voted for
Erdo an in the 2018 election –
have lost trust in a regime that
they feel has betrayed them.

Shatteredlives
Anger is growing among survi-
vors as they struggle to piece
their shattered lives together.
Many here hold Erdo an direct-
ly responsible for the shoddy
building standards that result-
ed in nearly 46,000 deaths in
Turkey, according to UN fig-
ures.

They are furious about the
2018 amnesty that retroactively
approved the poorly-made
buildings that would later en-

tomb their residents. And they
want to know what happened to
the billions of dollars collected
from two earthquake solidarity
taxes imposed since the 1999
Turkish earthquake.

Driving his minibus through
town, Gökay Gökpinar (36) is
livid that warnings were not
heeded. He notes that leading
geologist Naci Görür had pre-
dicted several times that
Kahramanmara would be hit,
but was ignored.

“Now everyone says he was
right. We wish we had listened
to him, but it is too late,” says
Gökpinar, driving past diggers
collecting rubble. He points out
the Has el Sitesi buildingon Tra-
bzon Boulevard, its entrance
with red sign still intact. Behind
it, a building lies flattened. His
uncle, aunt and two cousins
died in its rubble.

Gökpinar is living in a tent on
t h e o u t s k i r t s o f
Kahramanmara , while trying
to eke out a living – few people
are travelling these days, so his
income has plummeted from
10,000 Turkish lira (¤470) a
month to half of that.

His home, which he had al-
ready paid for, has been de-
clared uninhabitable by survey-
ors who visited from Ankara.
He sought a second opinion,
but to no avail. And now, like
Nedirli and thousands of oth-

ers, he is waiting on a container
to live in.

“We don’t trust the govern-
ment. They say they will rebuild
in one year because of the elec-
tion. They say these things to
get the voters and then they do
nothing,” he says, referring to
the presidential and parliamen-
tary elections scheduled for
May 14th. “It took me 10 years
to pay for my house. Now I feel
those 10 years went into the rub-

bish. I lost financially and psy-
chologically.”

In Atatürk Park, thousands
of the city’s residents live in
about 850 tents provided by dis-

aster management agency,
AFAD. Spring is in the air and
children are playing in the
grass, watched by adults sitting
on stools outside their tents.
But the nights since February
have been bitterly cold, with fre-
quent flooding.

Emre and Rabia Armut, both
23, are sitting on the wall out-
side the camp. They escaped
from their rented home on
Sokakba i Street just minutes
before it collapsed. They stayed
with Emre’s sister for a while,
where they were able to borrow
some clothes, but eventually
had to move to Atatürk Park.
Freezing at night in their un-
heated tent, Rabia lost her un-
born baby.

Momentofreckoning
Like most here, they are penni-
less, Emre having lost his work
as an electrician. They, too, are
waiting for a container. They’ve
given up on the idea of living in
an apartment anytime soon.
“Even a container didn’t come
in two months. How will a house
come in one year?” says Rabia.

Talking to locals in the town,
it seems that Erdo an is facing
his moment of reckoning. He
obtained power by leveraging
anger over the 1999 earth-
quake, which left more than
17,000 dead, provoking a simi-
lar sense of betrayal over mis-

management and corruption.
In the run-up to next month’s

vote, it is clear that he has lost
Kahramanmara . But many
fear he may benefit from confu-
sion caused by the quake, with
2.7 million people displaced
across the country, according
to the International Organisa-
tion for Migration. Amid the up-
heaval, many may not be able to
vote.

Pelin Pinar Giritlio lu, Istan-
bul head of the Chamber of City
Planners, believes the earth-
quake highlighted the regime’s
lack of transparency. Nobody
knows what happened to the
revenue collected from the
earthquake taxes, which were
supposed to make buildings
quake-resistant. “They are say-
ing the money was collected in
pools and they can’t tell which
is which,” she says.

“The problem in the ruling
party is not just about the earth-
quake. They have lost their
transparency about the infor-
mation they give to people. We
have an economic crisis and the
crisis of a free press, and this is
all showing now. We believe the
government should go.”

A Russian judge has upheld the
detention of jailed American
journalist Evan Gershkovich,
who was arrested on spying
charges as part of a sweeping
Kremlin crackdown on dissent
amid the war in Ukraine.

The Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) reporter is the first US
correspondent since the Cold
War to be detained in Russia on
spying allegations.

Dozens of journalists crowd-
ed into the courtroom to catch a
glimpse of Gershkovich, who
looked calm as he stood inside a
glass cage to appeal his deten-
tion.

Russia’s federal security ser-
vice detained the 31-year-old in
Yekaterinburg in March and ac-
cused him of trying to obtain
classified information about a
Russian arms factory.

Gershkovich, his employer
and the US government deny
he was involved in spying and
have demanded his release.

Last week, the US officially
declared that Gershkovich was
“wrongfully detained.” He
could face up to 20 years in pris-
on if convicted. Russian law-
yers have said past investiga-
tions into espionage cases took
a year to 18 months, during
which time he could have little
contact with the outside world.

He has been held in Mos-
cow’s Lefortovo prison, which
dates from the tsarist era and
has been a terrifying symbol of
repression since Soviet times.
The arrest comes at a moment

of bitter tensions between the
West and Moscow over its inva-
sion of Ukraine and as the
Kremlin intensifies a crack-
downon opposition activists, in-
dependent journalists and civil
society groups. The sweeping
campaign of repression is un-
precedented since the Soviet
era. Activists say it often means
the very profession of journal-
ism is criminalised, along with
the activities of ordinary Rus-
sians who oppose the war.

Last month, a Russian court
convicted a father over social
media posts critical of the war

and sentenced him to two years
in prison.

On Monday, a Russian court
convicted top opposition figure
Vladimir Kara-Murza of trea-
son for publicly denouncing the
war and sentenced him to 25
years in prison.

The US has pressed Moscow
to grant consular access to Mr
Gershkovich.

US ambassador Lynne Tra-
cy, who attended yesterday’s
hearing, said a day earlier that
she had visited Mr Gershkovich
in prison. She said on Twitter
that “he is in good health and re-

mains strong,” reiterating a US
call for his release.

US president Joe Biden
spoke to Gershkovich’s parents
last week and again con-
demned his detention.

Gershkovich is the first
American reporter to be arrest-
ed on espionage charges in Rus-
sia since 1986, when Nicholas
Daniloff, a Moscow correspond-
ent for US News and World Re-
port, was arrested.

Exchange
Daniloff was released without
charge 20 days later in a swap
for an employee of the Soviet
Union’s United Nations mis-
sion who was arrested by the
FBI, also on spying charges.

A top Russian diplomat said
last week that Russia might be
willing to discuss a potential
prisoner swap with the US in-
volving Gershkovich after his
trial. That means any exchange
is unlikely to happen soon. In
December, American basket-
ball star Brittney Griner was ex-
changed for Russian arms deal-
er Viktor Bout following her tri-
al and conviction on drug pos-
session charges. She had been
sentenced to nine years in pris-
on and ended up spending 10
months behind bars.

Michigan corporate security
executive Paul Whelan, has
been imprisoned in Russia
since December 2018 on espio-
nage charges, which his family
and the US government have
called baseless. – AP

DEREK SCALLY
in Berlin

Calls are growing for Berlin to
launch a state investigation
into clerical sexual abuse in
the German Catholic Church
after a report accused Arch-
bishop Robert Zollitsch, a for-
mer head of the German bish-
ops’ conference, of shielding
abusing priests.

In January 2010, confront-
ed with the first evidence of
systemic abuse inside the
church, Archbishop Zollitsch
promised a “complete investi-
gation . . . and no cover-up”.

But a report presented yes-
terday in his southwest archdi-
ocese of Freiburg – the
third-largest in Germany, with
1.8 million Catholics – says
Archbishop Zollitsch’s 11-year
episcopate until 2013 “distin-
guished itself with concrete
cover-up behaviour”.

After four years of investiga-
tions and hundreds of inter-
views, the authors of the
600-page Freiburg report un-
covered 540 victims of clerical
sexual abuse and 250 docu-
mented abusing priests in the
period 1945-2020.

The actual number is likely
to be much higher as the dio-
cese claims to have lost many
files for the years 1978-2014
during a move to new offices.

The investigators found
that Dr Zollitsch, in his 11 years
as archbishop until 2013 “ig-
nored codified norms” in can-

on law for dealing with sexual
abuse of minors – and some-
times disregarded his own dioc-
esan rules.

“In principle, church law
had no meaning for him,” the
report noted. “He wanted to
present himself and his dio-
cese in a good light in Rome
and, until the end of his term,
refused to pass on relevant cas-
es to Rome.”

His approach to the issue
continued a tradition of his pre-
decessor Oskar Saier, for
whom he served “consensual-
ly” as a personnel director for

three decades.
The report noted how Arch-

bishop Zollitsch, as head of the
bishops’ conference, “repeat-
edly expressed his sympathy
for those affected and their ter-
rible experiences, [but] this
made no difference to his deci-
sions or non-decisions, and no
change in his approach to ac-
cused priests”.

Lead investigator Eugen
Endress said the Freiburg
files showed a common dioce-
san approach to disciplining
priests.

“If a priest had high-level

financial problems, that was
noted in writing whereas,
when it came to abuse, the pen
suddenly ran dry,” he said.

“The children, youths and
parents affected appear not to
have existed for him. He ap-
peared to think his behaviour
was the only correct approach,
to protect the church.”

Investigators
While Dr Zollitsch declined to
speak to investigators, he
issued a statement ahead of
the report’s publication ac-
knowledging that “for far too
long, my attitude and my ac-
tions have been guided far too
much by the welfare of the
Catholic Church and far too lit-
tle by sympathy for the suffer-
ing of those affected and car-
ing for the victims”.

The latest report commis-
sioned by a Catholic diocese,
with familiar claims of sexual-
ised violence by priests and in-
stitutional cover-up, has
prompted calls for Germany’s
federal government to end its
hands-off approach to the
problem.

“The scale of the cov-
er-up . . . with Dr Zollitsch is
of a shocking dimension, even
if we are used to quite a bit at
this stage,” said Kerstin Claus,
the federal government’s com-
missioner for sexual abuse.
“No structure can examine
and investigate itself on its
own . . . this requires the state
to take responsibility.”

German archbishop accused of
‘concrete cover-up’ of sexual abuse

JOE MILLER
in Wilmington, Delaware

Rupert Murdoch’s Fox Corpo-
ration has agreed to settle a
defamation case brought by
voting machine maker Domin-
ion over US election fraud alle-
gations broadcast by his news
network in the wake of Donald
Trump’s election loss in 2020.
The settlement figure was re-
ported to be $787 million.

The judge in Delaware over-
seeing the case yesterday an-
nounced the “parties have re-
solved their case” following a
last-minute deal reached on
the cusp of a six-week trial.
Opening arguments were set
to begin in the afternoon.

Fox News, the conservative
news organisation, and its
owner Fox Corp had been
sued for $1.6 billion by voting
machine maker Dominion in
2021, over on-air statements
accusing the manufacturer of
rigging its devices to award
votes to president Joe Biden,
of paying bribes to election of-
ficials, and of working for the
late Venezuelan leader Hugo
Chávez.

The judge had ruled in
March that the 20 statements
in question were false and that
the US constitution’s first
amendment offered no
free-speech protection to
those deliberately broadcast-
ing lies.

He had left it up to the jury –
picked from the heavily Demo-
cratic New Castle county in
which the court is situated – to
decide whether Fox anchors
had acted with “actual malice”
in repeating the claims on air,
and what damages Dominion
suffered.

Despite attempts by Fox’s
lawyers to prevent his appear-
ance, Mr Murdoch (92), was
set to be called to testify in per-
son, as were several Fox stars,
including Tucker Carlson,
Sean Hannity and Laura Ingra-
ham.

The media tycoon had al-

ready testified behind closed
doors that some Fox anchors
had gone too far and “en-
dorsed” claims of election
fraud, as opposed to merely re-
peating allegations made by
others.

Evidence gathered in the
months preceding the trial
also provided an unflattering
glimpse into Fox’s newsgath-
ering process, revealing that
several central figures did not
believe the election fraud alle-
gations made on air but were
afraid to challenge them for
fear of losing viewers to more
radical outlets, such as News-
max and OAN.

Uphillbattle
Several legal experts said Fox
would have faced an “uphill
battle” at trial, as its defence
relied on proving that the likes
of Maria Bartiromo, Lou
Dobbs and Jeanine Pirro – the
presenters whose shows most
prominently featured many of
the statements in question —
did not know for certain that
the allegations were untrue at
the time.

However, many also ques-
tioned the calculations behind
Dominion’s demand for $1.6
billion in damages, pointing to
the fact that the company did
not seem to have lost much
business as a result of the alleg-
edly defamatory claims.

While the settlement brings
the lawsuit filed in Delaware
superior court to a close, it
leaves Fox open to separate
claims from shareholders ac-
cusing it of being in breach of
fiduciary duties, one of which
has already been submitted to
the court of chancery.

Dominion is also pursuing
claims against a number of in-
dividuals including former
Trump lawyers Rudy Giuliani
and Sidney Powell, who made
multiple allegations against
the company in November
2020.

– Copyright The Financial
Times Limited 2023
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DAN McLAUGHLIN

The Ukrainian and Russian
leaders have paid visits to
their respective forces fight-
ingin eastern Ukraine, as shell-
ing killed and injured civilians
in the region.

“I have the honour to be
here today, to thank you for
your service, for defending our
land, Ukraine, our families,”
Ukrainian president Volody-
myr Zelenskiytold soldiersyes-
terday in Avdiivka, a frontline
town in the partly occupied
Donetsk region.

“I wish you only victory – this
iswhatI wishforeveryUkraini-
an, this is what is very impor-
tant to all of us,” he added,
while awarding state medals to
some soldiers and giving them
all greetings for Easter, which
many Orthodox Christians cel-
ebrated last weekend.

The Kremlin said Russian
president Vladimir Putin met
senior officers in occupied are-
asofUkraine’sKhersonandLu-
hansk regions, and gave them
Orthodox icons for Easter.

“I don’t want to distract you
from your direct responsibili-
ties of managing the troops, so
we’ll be working here in a busi-
ness-like manner, in a brief but
concrete way,” Russian state
media showed Mr Putin telling
officers. “It is important for me
to hear your opinions on how
the situation is developing, to
listen to you and exchange in-
formation.”

Russia has focused its forces
and firepower on the Donetsk
and Luhansk provinces for sev-
eral months to try to destroy
Ukrainian lines, but has made
only minor gains and still faces
fierce resistance inside the ru-
ined city of Bakhmut after
weeks of street fighting for the

regional road and rail hub.
“Our army has already bro-

ken the enemy’s plans to break
through the defences ... in the
east. The next task is to reverse
the situation and throw them
out of Ukraine,” Mr Zelens-
kiy’s chief of staff Andriy Yer-
mak said during their visit to
Avdiivka, which he described
as “another fortress city”.

Oleksandr Syrskyi, com-
mander of Ukrainian ground
forces, said Russian troops
were attacking in several plac-
es along the front line, but
Bakhmut remained the “epi-
centre” of hostilities.

Losses
“The enemy concentrates its
greatest efforts there and does
not give up its goal of seizing
the city at any cost. Currently,
the enemy is increasing the use
of heavy artillery and the num-
ber of air strikes, reducing the
city to ruins,” he reported.

“At the same time, our fight-
ers inflict significant losses on
the enemy and significantly
slow down its offensive actions.
Battles for Bakhmut continue.
The situation is currently un-
der control.”

Ukrainian officials said yes-
terday morning that Russian
shelling had killed at least three
civiliansinLuhanskregionover
the previous 24 hours. Later in
theday,theyreportedthatfresh
attacks had killed one civilian
and injured nine others in the
Kherson region, and wounded
eight people in the Donetsk re-
gionwhenartilleryfirehitapart-
mentblocks andamarket.

InMoscow,meanwhile, Rus-
sian defence minister Sergei
Shoigu met Chinese counter-
part Li Shangfu and praised
growing military and other ties
between their countries.

Anger grows among Turkey’s earthquake
survivors over broken promises

We don’t trust the
government. They
say they will rebuild
in one year because
of the election. They
say these things to
get the voters and
then they do
nothing

‘‘
Residents have lost
trust in a regime
that they feel has
betrayed them
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